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where the water route was now blockaded by the
American ships. The British were feeding four-
teen thousand Indians, including warriors and
their families, and if provisions failed the red men
would be likely to vanish.

At sunrise of the 10th of September, a sailor at
the masthead of the Lawrence sighted the British
squadron steering across the lake with a fair wind
and ready to give battle. Perry instantly sent his
crews to quarters and trimmed sail to quit the bay
and form his line in open water. He was eager to
take the initiative, and it may be assumed that
he had forgotten Chauncey's prudent admonition:
"The first object will be to destroy or cripple the
enemy's fleet; but in all attempts upon the fleet
you ought to use great caution, for the loss of a
single vessel may decide the fate of a campaign."

Small, crude, and hastily manned as were the
ships engaged in this famous fresh-water battle, it
should be borne in mind that the proven principles
of naval strategy and tactics used were as sound
and true as when Nelson and Rodney had demon-
strated them in mighty fleet actions at sea. In the
final council in his cabin, Perry echoed Nelson's
words in saying that no captain could go very far
wrong who placed his vessel close alongside those